
Practical No 2 

Pattern arrangement with motif in different repeats 

Pattern 

A pattern is composed of the unit or series of units, repeated according to some definite method 

so that the entire surface of any given area is decoratively covered. Pattern is made up of the 

arrangement of motifs. 

Types of pattern arrangement 

1. Formal – showing a regular methodical representation of the motif. 

2. Informal – having irregular placement of motifs. 

 

 

Key points in pattern arrangement 

• The design motif itself is called positive design space and the background, is termed 

negative design space. The motif is considered foreground, it is seen against background.  

• Negative design space does not mean space that it can be ignored because the act of 

placing of motif on a surface simultaneously creates another form – the background, which has 

its own rhythmic lines and patterns. Thus, background area is as important a consideration as 

the motif itself.  

• The negative areas should show thoughtful spacing of the motifs, whether the 

arrangement is formal or informal. The relative proportion of background to foreground space 

also contributes to the total design.  

• When the impact of background space is equal to the foreground space in its power of 

attraction, visual fatigue results from the competition between two equal forces. Equal 



divisions of motif and negative areas are also displeasing to look at, particularly when strong 

contrast is used. 

• If the negative space is greater or smaller than the area occupied by the motif the spacing 

will be more interesting than if it is equal to the motif.  

• When the negative area is greater than the motif, it helps to give it strength. Too fewer 

negative spaces make the motif appear crowded and prevent the single motifs from dominating 

in the design.  

• Motifs that are familiar to us tend to focus our attention upon them more as compared 

to the abstracted background design they create.  

Repeats: The point where an identical design begins again on a textile is called a repeat. 

Textile designers use repeats because they can enable large pieces of fabrics to be printed 

without breaks or awkward gaps in a pattern. The idea of repeats in textile designs has been 

around for a long time, and there's an endless variety of them.  

Reasons of using repeats: 

The goal is to make a textile design look like it never ends. It can be an effective decorative 

strategy and can be done on almost any type of fabric. Today, with digital technology, the 

variety and complexity of repeats can be almost endless. Within the textile industry, there is 

more specific meaning for repeat. It's the distance between identical figures in a repeat pattern, 

the number of inches before the whole pattern starts over. Small repeats like dots simply cover 

the fabric for a uniform appearance. Large repeats (for example, paisley prints on drapery 

fabric) may take up more inches before the pattern repeats. 

How to create  the most  common surface pattern repeats  

1.  Full  drop pattern  repeat  

 



O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  a n d  s i m p l e s t  o f  a l l  r e p e a t  s y s t e m s  i s  

t h e  f u l l  d r o p  o r  b l o c k  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t .  T h e  r e p e a t  u n i t  i s  

c r e a t e d  b y  s t a c k i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p e a t  b l o c k  i n  a  g r i d  f o r m a t .  

A l t h o u g h  i t ’ s  o f t e n  c r e a t e d  a s  a  s q u a r e  u n i t ,  f u l l  d r o p  r e p e a t s  

c a n  a l s o  b e  r e c t a n g u l a r .  

 

 

2 .  H a l f  d r o p  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t  

 

 

A n o t h e r  v e r y  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t  i s  t h e  h a l f  

d r o p .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  r e p e a t  u n i t  b e i n g  s t a c k e d  v e r t i c a l l y  i n  

a  c o l u m n  f o r m a t  w h i c h  i s  t h e n  o f f s e t  b y  h a l f  i n  t h e  n e x t  v e r t i c a l  

r o w .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  h a l f  d r o p  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t s  a r e  a  g r e a t  w a y  

a t  q u i c k l y  a l l o w i n g  t h e  d e s i g n  t o  l o o k  l e s s  f o r m a l .  

 

 



 

3.  Brick pattern repeat  

 

J u s t  l i k e  t h e  h a l f  d r o p ,  t h e  b r i c k  r e p e a t  u n i t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  

c o m m o n l y  u s e d  i n  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t s .  I t ’ s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h e  h a l f  d r o p  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t  e x c e p t  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  r e p e a t  u n i t  

b e i n g  s t a c k e d  v e r t i c a l l y  i n  a  c o l u m n  f o r m a t ,  i t  i s  s t a c k e d  

h o r i z o n t a l l y .  T h e  r e p e a t  u n i t  i s  t h e n  o f f s e t  b y  h a l f  i n  t h e  n e x t  

h o r i z o n t a l  r o w  r e s e m b l i n g  a  b r i c k  w a l l .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  j u s t  l i k e  

w i t h  t h e  h a l f  d r o p  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t s ,  b r i c k  r e p e a t s  a l l o w  a  d e s i g n  

t o  l o o k  l e s s  f o r m a l .  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4.  Diamond pattern  repeat  

 

A  d i a m o n d  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t  i s  s i m p l y  c r e a t e d  w i t h  a  

r e p e a t i n g  d i a m o n d  s h a p e  t h i s  t h e r e f o r e  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t s  

b e i n g  a r r a n g e d  i n  d i a g o n a l  r o w s .  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5.  Ogee pattern repeat  

 

A n  o g e e  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  d i a m o n d  r e p e a t  

e x c e p t  i t  h a s  r o u n d e d  e d g e s  a t  t h e  s i d e s  a n d  p o i n t s  a t  t h e  t o p  

a n d  b o t t o m ,  m u c h  l i k e  a n  o n i o n .  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

6.  Tossed/  random pattern repeat  

 

  

I n  a  t o s s e d / r a n d o m  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t ,  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  

d e s i g n  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p e a t  u n i t .  T h e  u n s t r u c t u r e d  

n a t u r e  o f  a  t o s s e d  r e p e a t  r e s u l t s  i n  a  v e r y  o r g a n i c  a n d  n o n -

l i n e a r  d e s i g n .  

 

 



 

 

 

7.  Stripe pattern repeat  

 

T h e  s t r i p e  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t  i s  a  l a y o u t  t h a t  h a s  a  s t r o n g  

v e r t i c a l ,  h o r i z o n t a l  o r  d i a g o n a l  f o r m a t .   S t r i p e s  d o n ’ t  n e e d  t o  

b e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  b e i n g  m a d e  u p  o f  b l o c k s  o f  c o l o u r .  S o m e  o t h e r  

w a y s  t o  u s e  s t r i p e s  i n c l u d e  b l o c k s  o f  t e x t u r e ,  p a t t e r n s ,  r e p e a t e d  

m o t i f s ,  z i g  z a g s  o r  w a v y  l i n e s .  

 

 

 

 



 

8. Mirror Repeat 

 

 

A mirror repeat can provide quite an interesting look if done right. Depending on the motif, 

you can sometimes end up with odd bits that have mirrored, creating a new object and now 

look a little out of place. 

To create a mirror repeat, you duplicate your motif horizontally and then select the ‘mirror’ 

option in your design program. 

You then duplicate both motifs across the same horizontal line. Repeat this process vertically 

and you will have an all over mirrored repeat. 

C h o o s i n g  t h e  r i g h t  p a t t e r n  r e p e a t  f o r  y o u r  d e s i g n  w i l l  d e p e n d  

o n  w h a t  s o r t  o f  l o o k  a n d  f e e l  y o u  a r e  a f t e r .  T h e  g r e a t  t h i n g  i s  

o n c e  y o u  h a v e  y o u r  m o t i f s ,  y o u  c a n  k e e p  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  r e p e a t  l a y o u t s  u n t i l  y o u  g e t  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  

a f t e r .  


